
The Emergence of China presents the classical period in the voices of those
who lived it. Over 500 excerpts from the classical texts are linked by a narrative
which traces the evolution of war, society, thought, – and the texts themselves.

“The  most lively, detailed, insightful, and accessible introduction to
the formative period that I know of, in any language. The authors capture
the drama, excitement, and complexity of the period, and weave into their
narrative hundreds of direct quotations.”

– Paul Ropp, Clark University

“Compulsively readable”
– Eric Henry, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

“The fruit of an extraordinarily detailed and wide-ranging research
program, this book succinctly lays out the evolving political, social, and
economic context without which we cannot understand the great classics
of Chinese philosophy in their own terms.”

– Stephen C Angle, Wesleyan University

“At last, a way to teach ancient Chinese philosophy historically: we
may jettison the old cardboard-cutout versions of “the philosophers.” It
shows how the ancient Chinese texts formed over time and in dialogue
with each other.”

 – Sigrid Schmalzer, University of Massachusetts at Amherst

“I will definitely use it in my course. It solves a problem I have had
from the beginning: to give a context for the philosophical texts . . .
A stylistically economical, accessible, gripping, and substantive book.”

 – John J Furlong, Transylvania University

“I like the matter-of-fact tone of the book. It is amazing how much
there is, and yet the book is so easily approachable.”

–Victoria Tin-bor Hui, University of Notre Dame

“One bit I enjoyed in the Antiquity chapter was the irrefutable and
murderously efficient demonstration that the idea that there was some
sort of military or economic restructuring under Ch!! Hwa! n-gu"ng (as in
the Gwa#n Ju$ng legends) is a historically worthless fantasy.”

– Eric Henry, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

“Wonderfully rich and informative, lucidly outlined, tightly written,
packed with fascinating excerpts, and simply a joy to read. I wish
someone would do this for early Greek history, including the focus on
methodology and mythography.”

 – Richard Martin, Stanford University
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